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BAR OM , ED

File No.
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Edward P. Barnum was born in Stonington, Connecticut, on June
16, 1831.

He r eceived a co mmon s choo l educ .tio n and a ttended the

Troy Conference Aca emy in Rutland County, Ver mont , f or four years.

He t h en r et urned to .Stonington wh ich is on t he Sound.

He followed the

sea for t wo years and then went to New York to look aft er some business
for hie father.
In 1855, Edwa_rd Barnum went to Des . . o ines, low

a hotel for a short time.

where he operated

In 1856, he went to Hasting s,

he built a shingle mill to gether with a
until 1864 when they sold it.

r. Nash.

inne eota

he re

They operated this

Edward Barnum then became Post Subtler at

Fort Abercm:o mbie· on the Mi nn esota frontier.

He was remo ved to Sauk

Centre in 1 86 7~
When Edward Ba.rnum had been in Sauk Centre for a short time he

st rted t h e Sauk Centre House which bec ame the leading hostelry in th is
section of the state.

In 1874, he engaged in the furniture business, which he continued
unt 11

a rch of 1881.

However, in September of 1880, he became the

bookkeeper for the Bank of Sauk Centre which was owned by Lucas Kells.

In 1881, Edw rd Barnum wa s the secretary and one of the organizers
of the L~ ttle Falls and Dakota Railroad.

Whil e in•Sauk Centre he was a member of the Board of Education

for two year s and also the town clerk.

He was a member of the County

Commissioner for some time and its chairman for one year .

He was the

secret a ry of the auxiliary company.
After Edward Barnum c ame to Sauk Centre he was a c and i te of the
Democrats of the st a te in two campai gns, one for the honorable po sition

of lieutenant governor.
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In 1880, he pitted against Lieutenant Governor

o.

A. Gilman of St .

Cloud for office and after his defeat he sued for a writ of mandamus
in the supreme court of the state to prevent his competitor taking
the seat, on the grounds t hat his membe rship in the legislature
prevented his occupancy of the dual positions.
as against him.

The court's decision

He was a nominee of the Democrats in a fierce

internecine fight among the Republ icans in the old Fifth District when
Knute Nelson and
nominee.

c.

F. Kindred each claimed to be the regular Republican

Mr. Nelson was successful.

In 1892 , the Barnums moved to St . Cloud where Edward Barnum was
appointed clerk of court to succeed A. L. Cramb, but resigned on
November 21, 1892.

He was elected again in 1894 and 1898.

He was also

the secretary of the Central Minnesota Building and Loan Association.
While a resident of St . Cloud he retained his membership in the
Star of the West Lo dge, A. F. and A• • , Sauk Centre, and was also a
Knight Templar , member of Damascus Commandery, St . Cloud and Osman
Temple Mystic Shrine, St. Paul.

He was a charter member of St . Cloud

Lodge No . 516, Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks•

At his death

he was chairman of the board of Custodians of the work of the Grand
Lodge of Masons of the State o f

innesota.

Edward Barnum edited the Sauk Centre "Avalanche'' and owned and
controlled it at the time of his death.

He was an active member of the

' innesota Editors' and Publishers• Association.

He attended their

business meetings and attended the annual ex~ursions.
In 1852, Edward Barnum married his cousin, Irene Barnum.
born in 1833 in Stonington, Connec t icut.

She was

\

1

( ,
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After they moved to Sauk Centre they lived in their home on Third
street which w s alw ys open .t o church gatherings and social aff irs.

Irene (Barnum) Barnum was a devout and active member of the
Episcopal Church .

After moving to St . Cloud in

892, they purchased

a beautiful home at 230LS1xth Avenue North and lived there until
1

Edward Barnums death in 1902.
are dead.

They had three children all of whom .

Mrs . Frank Barnum of St . Cloud is a daughter-in~lllW.

Edward Barnum became ill on January 26, 1901 with dropsy and
heart complicati~ns.

He died on January 10, 1902.

member of the St . Paul's Church.

He was an

He was buried in the Od

cti ve

Fellows

Cemetery in Sauk Centre .
After Edward Barnum's death.; Irene ( Barnum) B rnum sold her home
and returned to Sa uk · Centre where she boarded for se.v eral years.
remainder of the time she spent in St . Paul.

The

She died on April 20 , 1910,

at the home of her daughter-in-law, ~rs . Frank Barnum.

Her funeral was

held in Sauk Centre in the Episoopal Chu.rob on April 22, 1910.

She was

buried in Greenwood Cemetery.
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as born in ~tonington, Connecticut , June

16, 1831, died in St . C___ oud ,

innesot . J , nu ry 10 , 1902.

He

came to Kinne ota in 1856 ; settled in S uk Cent.re in 1867 ,
he

as nroprietor of a hotel , owned a furniture

was bookkeeper in the Bank of
proorietor of

ne super, The

auk Centre .

tore , end l ter

In 1890 he beca e

uk Centre Avaianche ,

s Clerk

of Oourt in tbe Seventh Juc.icial District in 1892
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Zdward P. Barnum

Born in Connecticut

Died Jan~ 10,

1902 ·

Age 71 yeara
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